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New Zealand's COVID-19 response has been enviable.
It has had less than 5 infections per 10 000 inhabitants.
Its COVID-19 mortality rate is less than 1.3%.

The Kiwis are able to get on with their lives.

What did they do right?

Safety Measures and Buy-In

« Testing and case management im rovements allowed
d individuals from v dP i

were isola ng for 2.7 days before Iness onset

* Starting in mid-April 2020, higher-| rlskgroups were

targeted for tests to avoid undetected virus llation

* The Alert Level system was prepared 21 12020,

leading to daily cases dropping below 10 by mid-Apri
the Alert Level system, lockdowns were short and

gent, ver a month
* Other respiratory infections decreased substantially
due to isolation, social distancing, and other changes

Patient Care & Vaccination
not an issue due to testing and
y prepared for a worst-case

scenario and tripled intensive care unit capacity
* All COVID-19 e analysed and reported
by the NZ government in detail

COVID-19 mortality rate is one of the lowest in the

at less than 1 rmed ¢

« Border workers and their households are be|ng
vaccinated first, w groups to
* Due to extremely low community transm
and people with medical conditions are lower on the priority list
* Average Kiwis can expect to be vaccinated around July
* Government will cover all vaccine-related costs

Relief For Individuals

* NZ introduced new unemployment assistance benefits
a ised their benefit levels

* COVID-19 Income Relief Payment: work

jobrece 0 NZD $490.00 weekly for up to 12 weeks

* Permanent increase of all core benefits, such as

provements to support for workers and
households not covered by unemployment benefits
» Over half of renters in bottom 20% of earners cannot meet
housing ; NZ banned evictions due to missed rent
payments and instituted a rent freeze
* Emergency support created for homeless population,
providing urgent shelter and

Remote Work

d the largest

72% of post secondary graduates \
- 49% of high-school graduates
35% of those with no education worl
. More workers between the ages of 35 and 49 worked
from home than other

oppi
preparedness for remote work allowed for
effective lockdown measures and a controlled reco

Remote Learning
ning of the first lockdown in March 2020, the
Y made educational resources
available online, in both English and Maori
* This included two online platforms and two dedicated

1 during lockdown or
. Early—learnlng educators and teachers were also
provided resources to adapt, plan lessons, and continue

Testing Ca paC|ty
20, after a spike in total
government pledged to increase tes ng
capacity tenfold
« Testing capacity increased to 5 400 per day
ning that 0.1% of tf
eIn Augu during their st
eded to return to that
« In February 2021 d around 15 000 tests per
day for several days, well under their true capacn:y
S no Ionger a question for NZ

infections per 10 000 |nhab|tants,
confirmed cases

Economic Indicators
* Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) fell by 0.94% in Q1
2020, fell again by 9.46% in Q2, then rose by 15.65% in Q3
> a real GDP growth of 3.77% in the fir
Z data is unavailable for Q4 as
« To compare, OECD's average is estimated to be a
decrease of 4.12% for the first three quart i

.34% over that same span, more than in 2019
* Hourly earnings of workers increased by 2.97% between
the start of the year and Q3 2020, while consumer prices
only rose by 1.03%
« Overall, an excellent recovery from the COVID-19 downturn

Rellef For Busmesses

ting in job retention programmes
amme helped labour
confidence remain high even as employment decreased
, testing, and lockdowns
for busin

Reopening
* NZ's Alert Level system allows it to control the community
spread of COVID: nd flexibly enter lockdown or reopen
* Even at the lo face coverings must be
worn 'on all pt
New Zealand', and 'by t: nd ride-share dri l\/Pl '
* Businesses and in uals have been provided
personal protective eq pment and can

« COVID- 19 tracmg appis b ng used;

government to manage their data and maintain privacy
* Border has not reopened completely, Wi

autious,




